CHINA

acter But if so, it is the superficial part that
is active in China. It is these young men that
have made the revolution and established the
Republic, that are doing all they can to sweep
away the old China, root and branch, and build
up there a reproduction of America There is
nothing, I think, which they would not alter if
they could, from the streets of Canton to the
family system, from the costume of a police-
man to the national religion This attitude of
theirs exasperates the foreigneis, who seem as
much disgusted and alarmed at the actual
appearance of a new China as they used to be
critical and censonous of the old one. But it
is, after all, very natural. These young men
find their country a prey to foreign aggression.
They see that the only way to meet the foreign-
ers is to meet them on their own ground, and
they have before them the triumphantly
successful example of Japan. It must, how-
ever, be admitted that there has not appeared
in China any group of men of the capacity and
power of the statesmen who piloted Japan into
the new era. The young men have ideas in
plenty, but they have no experience, and, it
would seem, no practical capacity Too often
they have not character. For it is, I fear,
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